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been burned in 1854; designs for the new had been sub-
mitted, and a tremendous battle was raging between the
partisans of Gothic and Greek.

The Accession in those days still entailed a General
Election. Lord Melbourne's Whig government had come
back to office, though scarcely to power, for when all
calculations were made it was found that the Ministers
could count on 557 and the Opposition on 521 votes.

What was it like to visit Parliament in 1857? As good
a guide as any would be Mr. James Grant of the Morn-
ing Advertiser. From his perch in the press gallery he
casts a critical eye at the leading public men, their
peculiarities, and personal appearance; nor does he
hesitate to pass on their abilities judgments which
will not always be endorsed by posterity. Only in one
respect does Mr. Grant allow himself to be blinded by
partiality. He holds strong religious convictions of a
particularly narrow type, so that, in describing gentle-
men distinguished only for dreary bigotry, he is apt to
make them appear much more important and impres-
sive than they deserve.

In the House of Lords we find the Prime Minister,
Viscount Melbourne. Mr. Grant wonders whether 'any
man has attained to the same elevation, in the course of
the last century and a half, of whom so little was pre-
viously heard7. Actually, as Mr. William Lamb, Lord
Melbourne featured in society chiefly as husband to the
tempestuous Lady Caroline, author and Byron enthu-
siast. Since then, however, Lord Melbourne has suc-
ceeded Lord Grey of Reform Bill fame as head of the
Whig Government. If we believe Sydney Smith, Lord
Melbourne is not as simple as he seems:

'Viscount Melbourne declared himself quite satisfied
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